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of naval expansion. Even now the German Navy, the
pride of the commercial and industrial classes throughout
the German Empire, is regarded by them with uneasy
suspicion as a parvenu service, in which the old Prussian
influences count for less in promotion than technical skill
and practical efficiency.
The institutions of the Prussian State represent the
spirit of its ruling caste. If the German Empire is not
democratic, Prussia lags far behind it. The electoral
system in use for the Prussian Lower House is too com-
plicated to explain here. Its injustice may be gauged from
the fact that in 1900 the Social Democrats, who actually
polled a majority of the votes, secured seven seats out of
nearly 400. The whole spirit and practice of the Govern-
ment is inimical to inborn British conceptions of civil
liberty and personal rights. There is one law and code
of conduct for officers and another for civilians, and woe
betide the civilian who resists the military pretensions.
The incidents at Zabern in Alsace in 1913 are still fresh in
public memory, reinforced "by evidence of a similar spirit
in German military proclamations in France and Belgium.
But it is important to realise that these incidents are not
exceptional outbursts but common Prussian practice, up-
held, as the sequel to the Zabern events proved, by the
highest authority.
Prussia, and through Prussia Germany, is in effect ruled
in accordance with the wishes of the official caste: and
short of a popular rising nothing but defeat can dethrone it.
" Any one who has any fa.Trri1ifl.riiy at all with our officers
and generals," says an authoritative German writer, in
words that we may hope will be prophetic, " knows that
it would take another Sedan, inflicted on us instead of
by us, before they would acquiesce in the control of the